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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p147)

 Currency
 US dollars ($)

 Language
 English, Spanish

 Visas
 Required for most foreign visitors unless 

eligible for the Visa Waiver Program.

 Money
 ATMs are widely available, though most ATM 

withdrawals using out-of-state cards incur 
surcharges of $3 or so. Major credit cards are 

widely accepted.

 Mobile  Phones
 Local SIM cards can be used in European or 

Australian phones. Europe and Asia’s GSM 
900/1800 standard is incompatible with the 

USA’s cell-phone systems. Check with your 
service provider about using your phone in the US.

 Time
 Eastern Time (GMT/UTC minus  ve hours)

  Tipping
 Tipping is standard practice across America. In 

restaurants, tipping 15 to 20% of the bill is expected; 
only tip below this if the service was exceptionally 

bad (not tipping is a very drastic move).

Food Normal service 15%, good service 18%, 
great service 20%

Bars $1 per drink, $2 or more for tricky cocktails

Taxi drivers 10% to 15% of fare

 Arriving in Miami
A From Miami International Airport
 Miami International Airport Taxis charge a 
flat rate for the 40-minute drive to South 
Beach ($35). The Miami Beach Airport 
Express (bus 150) costs $2.65 and makes 
stops all along Miami Beach, from 41st 
to the southern tip. SuperShuttle runs a 
shared-van service, costing about $22 to 
South Beach.

A From Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport 
 GO Airport Shuttle runs shared vans to 
Miami, with prices around $25 to South 
Beach. A taxi costs around $75 (metered 
fare) to South Beach and $65 to Downtown.

Getting Around
K Rental Car
 Convenient for getting around, but parking can 
be expensive. Miami drivers can be aggressive, 
and traffic congestion can be intense.

K Taxi & Ride-Sharing Services
 Handy for getting between destinations if 
you don’t want to drive, but can be pricey for 
long distances. Taxis are difficult to hail on the 
street; call or use an app for a pick up.

J Bus
 Extensive system, but slow for long journeys.

m Metromover
 The Metromover, which is equal parts bus, 
monorail and train, is helpful for getting 
around Downtown Miami.

 g Trolley
 Free service with various routes in Miami 
Beach, Downtown, Wynwood, Coconut 
Grove, Coral Gables, Little Havana and other 
neighborhoods. The Trolley (www.miamigov.
com/trolley) is actually a hybrid-electric bus 
disguised as an orange and green trolley.

L Train
 Metrorail is a 21-mile-long heavy-rail system 
that has one elevated line running from Hialeah 
through Downtown Miami and south to Ken-
dall/Dadeland. Pay with the reloadable Easy 
Card or single-use Easy Ticket, which are sold 
from vending machines at Metrorail stations.

The regional Tri-Rail double-decker commuter 
trains run the 71 miles between Dade, Broward 
and Palm Beach counties. Fares are calculated 
on a zone basis.

H Citi Bike
 Bike-sharing network in both Miami and 
Miami Beach. Easy to check out from a 
self-serve kiosk with a credit card. With heavy 
traffic, however, riding long distances can be 
hazardous.

Your Daily Budget
  Budget: Less than $150

  Hostel dorms: $30–50

  Meal from a food truck: $10

  Happy hour drink special: from $5

Midrange: $150–$300
  Standard hotel room: $150–250

  Midrange dinner: $30–50

  Craft cocktail in a lounge: $12–16

Top End: More than $300
  Cover at nightclubs: from $20

  Dinner at upscale restaurants: from $60

  Day at the spa: from $150

 Useful Websites
 Miami (www.miamiandbeaches.com) Excel-
lent gateway to neighborhoods, restaurants, 
nightlife and events.

New Times (www.miaminewtimes.com/res-
taurants) Art openings, concerts and restau-
rant and nightlife reviews.

Miami Nice (www.miaminicemag.com) Local 
blog covering fashion, food and culture.

Miami Bites (www.miabites.com) Food blog-
gers share the latest hits.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
miami) Destination information, hotel book-
ings, traveller forum and more.

Advance Planning
 One month before Book tickets for big 
events.

Two weeks before Reserve tables at high-
end restaurants.

One week before Check online for the 
latest restaurant and bar openings and art 
exhibitions.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know
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Back Story
 During the early 2000s, there wasn’t much happen-
ing in Wynwood. Ever since the 1970s, Wynwood 
had been known as little more than a district of 
warehouses. And then Tony Goldman arrived.

Goldman, who’s credited with the revitalization 
of South Beach (as well as New York’s SoHo dis-
trict), saw potential in the blighted neighborhood. 
He bought up properties. Once assembled, he un-
leashed his master plan and invited international 
artists to create the biggest and boldest collection 
of street art ever assembled in Miami.

The launch in 2009 was a smash success. That 
year at  Art Basel (www.artbasel.com/miami-beach; 
hearly Dec), thousands of visitors came to see the 
street murals, and the new Wynwood Walls were 
the talk of the town.

The Art
 One of the most extraordinary features of the 
Wynwood Walls is that nothing here remains the 
same – which is perhaps an appropriate metaphor 
for the ephemeral nature of street art in general. 
The average lifespan for a mural here is less than 
one year before it’s painted over by another artist 
– surprising given the stunning quality of work on 
display. Since the founding of the project, more 
than 50 artists from 16 different countries have 
painted on the walls.

Museum of the Streets
 The Walls are the heart of Wynwood’s open-air 
gallery, but it is no longer the only game in town. 
After Goldman’s success, other property owners 
invited artists to paint the walls of their buildings. 
Within a few years, the whole neighborhood be-
came one giant street museum – one that presents 
constant surprises at every turn, and endless op-
portunities to capture great street photography.

y Top Tips
  Go early in the day to 

beat the crowds.

 Wynwood Walls o  ers 
private walking tours 
($25 per person) led 
by street artists. Book 
online.

 You can learn more 
about the neighbor-
hood’s street art and 
its gallery scene on a 
walking tour o  ered 
by Wynwood Art Walk 
(p82 ).

 A great time to see the 
neighborhood at its most 
celebratory is during the 
Wynwood Art Walk (p82), 
held on the second Sat-
urday of the month.

5 Take a Break
 Grab some delicious 
Mexican-style street 
food at Coyo Taco (p80).

Stay caffeinated at 
Panther Coffee (p82), 
serving the best pour-
overs in Miami.

 The launch of the Wynwood Walls was like a 
meteor soaring through the upper atmosphere 
of the art world. It came in the form of eye-
popping, color-saturated murals blanketing the 
walls of a former warehouse district. Artists from 
around the world have added their touch to this 
ever-changing open-air gallery, transforming 
Wynwood into a mecca for art lovers.

 1 Map p79 , B6

www.thewynwoodwalls.com

NW 2nd Ave btwn 25th & 
26th Sts

admission free
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 Top Sights
 Wynwood Walls
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4 Winter 
Haven Hotel
 Up at 14th St, peek 
inside the sun-drenched 
Winter Haven Hotel 
(%305-531-5571; www.winter
havenhotelsobe.com; 1400 
Ocean Dr; r $265-390) to 
see its fabulous floors of 
terrazzo, made of stone 
chips set in mortar 
that is polished when 
dry. Be sure to look up 
and check out the deco 
ceiling lamps, with their 
sharp, retro sci-fi lines.

5 Post Office
 Turn down 14th St to 
Washington Ave and 
the US Post Office (1300 
Washington Ave; h8am-5pm 
Mon-Fri, 8:30am-2pm Sat), at 
13th St. Built in Depres-
sion Modern style, with 
a domed cupola and 
decorative ceiling in 
the lobby. Note the wall 
mural depicting a scene 
of the great Spanish ex-
plorer Hernando de Soto 
encountering/battling 
Native Americans.

6 Wolfsonian-FIU
 Walk east to the impos-
ing Wolfsonian-FIU 
(p32), an excellent mu-
seum of design, formerly 
the Washington Storage 
Company. Wealthy snow-
birds of the ‘30s stashed 

their pricey belongings 
here before returning 
north.

7 The Hotel 
of South Beach
 Keep walking along 
Washington Ave, turn 
left on 7th St and then 

continue north along 
Collins Ave to the The 
Hotel of South Beach 
(%305-531-2222; www.the
hotelofsouthbeach.com; 801 
Collins Ave; r $265-440), 
featuring an interior 
and roof deck by Todd 
Oldham.

2 The  Walk
 Lovely art deco buildings dot the streets of Miami 
Beach, transforming this oceanside city into an 
architectural jewelry box. Ocean Drive is the heart 
of the historic district, and home to beautifully re-
stored hotels, each showcasing its own unique deco 
style. Along the way be on the lookout for classic 
Miami motifs: nautical themes (the hotel as cruise 
liner), tropical imagery (palms, flamingos) and the 
soft colors meant to evoke the palette of South 
Florida, from the early light on the water to the soft 
hues of a winter sunset.

Start Art Deco Museum

Finish The Hotel of South Beach

Length 1.2 miles; two to three hours

5 Take a Break
This ’hood is packed with eateries, but Ocean Dr 
is overpriced. Head over to 11th St Diner for more 
classic American fare in a 1948 train car instead. 

1 Art Deco 
Museum
 Start at the Art Deco 
(p32) Museum, at the 
corner of Ocean Dr 
and 10th St (named 
Barbara Capitman Way 
here after the founder 
of the Miami Design 
Preservation League). 
Step in for an exhibit 
on art-deco style, then 
head out and go north 
along Ocean Dr.

2 The Leslie
 Stay on the beach side 
of Ocean Drive as you 
walk north for the best 
views of the buildings. 
As you stroll, you’ll see 
many fine examples of 
deco hotels, including 
the eye-catching Leslie, 
a boxy shape with 
eyebrows (cantilevered 
sun shades) wrapped 
around the side of the 
building.

3 The Cardozo
 Cross 13th St and have 
a look at the Cardozo 
(1300 Ocean Dr), one of 
the first deco hotels 
saved by the Miami 
Design Preservation 
League. Its beautiful 
lines and curves evoke 
a classic automobile 
from the 1930s.

Art Deco 
Architecture 

Best  Walks
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 Bus
  Miami’s local bus sys-

tem is called  Metrobus 
(%305-891-3131; www.miam-
idade.gov/transit/routes.asp; 
tickets $2.25) and, though 
it has an extensive route 
system, service can be 
pretty spotty.

 Each bus route has a 
di  erent schedule and 
routes generally run from 
about 5:30am to 11pm, 
though some are 24 
hours.

 Rides cost $2.25 and 
must be paid in exact 
change (coins or a combi-
nation of bills and coins) 
or with an Easy Card 
(available for purchase 
from Metrorail stations 
and some shops and 
pharmacies).

 An easy-to-read route 
map is available online. 
Note that if you have to 
transfer buses, you’ll 
have to pay the fare each 
time if paying in cash. 
With an Easy Card, trans-
fers are free.

 Trolleys
  A free bus service runs 

along routes in Miami, 
Miami Beach, Coconut 
Grove, Little Havana and 
Coral Gables, among 
other locations. The 
Trolley (www.miamigov.

com/trolley) is actually 
a hybrid-electric bus dis-
guised as an orange and 
green trolley.

 Miami Beach (www.mia
mibeach  .gov/transpor-
tation) has four trolleys 
running along di  erent 
routes, with arrivals every 
10 to 15 minutes from 
8am to midnight (from 
6am Monday to Saturday 
on some routes).

  Bicycle
  Miami is  at, but tra   c 

can be horrendous (abun-
dant and fast-moving), 
and there isn’t much 
biking culture (or respect 
for bikers) just yet.

  Citi Bike (%305-532-
9494; www.citibikemiami.com; 
30min/1hr/2hr/4hr/1-day 
rental $4.50/6.50/10/18/24) 
is a bike-share program 
where you can borrow a 
bike from scores of kiosks 
spread around Miami and 
Miami Beach.

 Free paper maps of the 
bike network are avail-
able at some kiosks, or 
you can  nd one online. 
There’s also a handy 
iPhone app that shows 
you where the nearest 
stations are.

 For longer rides, clunky 
Citi Bikes are not ideal 
(no helmet, no lock and 

only three gears). Instead, 
hire a bike from  Bike & 
Roll (%305-604-0001; 
www.bikemiami.com; 210 
10th St; hire per 2hr/4hr/day 
from $10/18/24, tours $40; 
h9am-7pm) or  Brickell 
Bikes (%305-373-3633; 
www.brickellbikes.com; 70 SW 
12th St; bike hire 4/8 hours 
$20/25; h10am-7pm Mon-
Fri, to 6pm Sat).

Essential 
Information
 Business  Hours
 Unless otherwise noted 
the standard business 
hours in Miami are as 
follows:

Banks 8:30am to 
4:30pm Monday to 
Thursday, to 5:30pm 
Friday; sometimes 9am 
to 12:30pm Saturday.

Bars In Miami, most bars 
5pm to 3am; in Miami 
Beach, most bars close 
at 5am.

Businesses 9am to 7pm 
Monday to Friday.

Restaurants Breakfast 
7am to 10:30am Monday 
to Friday; brunch 9am 
to 2pm Saturday and 
Sunday; lunch 11:30am 

 Some hotels o  er free 
shuttles.

 If you’re driving, follow 
Rte 112 from the airport, 
then head east on the 
Julia Tuttle Causeway or 
the I-195 to get to South 
Beach.

Fort Lauderdale-
Hollywood 
International 
Airport

  By taxi, count on at 
least 45 minutes from 
the airport to Downtown, 
and at least an hour for 
the ride to South Beach. 
Prices are metered. 
Expect to pay about $65 
to Downtown and $75 to 
South Beach.

 Shared-van service 
is available from the 
airport with GO Airport 
Shuttle. Prices are 
around $25 to South 
Beach.

 Take the free shuttle to 
the airport’s Tri-Rail sta-
tion. There you can hop 
aboard this commuter 
train into Miami ($3.75 
to $5), which connects 
with Miami-Dade’s 
Metrorail Orange Line. 
Trains run every 30 to 60 
minutes, so be mindful 
of departure times to 
avoid long waits.

 Getting 
Around
 Car

  You can  nd great deals 
on car rental in Miami, 
with rates starting as low 
as $20 per day. It’s useful 
to have a car if you want 
to do some exploring 
beyond South Beach and 
Downtown, particularly 
for visiting places like 
Coral Gables and North 
Miami Beach.

 There are car-rental 
agencies all over town, 
with loads of options in 
Miami Beach, in Down-
town Miami and at the 
airport.

 You must pay for park-
ing nearly everywhere 
(though it’s generally free 
from 3am to 9am – from 
midnight in some places). 
If you park without pay-
ing, you may be towed 
and have to pay upwards 
of $200 plus all the as-
sociated headaches to 
retrieve your vehicle.

 Most on-street parking 
is now done by smart-
phone app or pay by 
phone (though there are 
still a few pay-and-display 
ticket machines at some 
locations). 

The app to use in Miami 
is Pay By Phone (www.
paybyphone.com). In 
Miami Beach, you’ll need 
to use Park Mobile (www.
parkmobile.com).

 Parking rates vary, but 
typically range between 
$1.50 and $3 per hour. 
There are many mu-
nicipal parking garages, 
which are usually the 
easiest and cheapest 
option – look for giant 
blue ‘P’ signs. You’ll  nd 
several located along Col-
lins Ave and Washington 
Ave.

 Taxi &  Ride 
Sharing

  For a 20-minute trip 
(Lincoln Rd to Brickell 
City Center, for instance), 
the fare is upwards of 
$30.

 Given the high prices of 
taxis, and inconvenience 
of ordering them, most 
Miami residents use ride-
sharing apps such as Lyft 
and Uber.

 Taxis are hard to hail on 
the street. You’ll generally 
have to call one.

  Central Cabs (%305-
532-5555),  Metro (%305-
888-8888) and  Miami Taxi 
Service (%305-525-2455) 
are several big taxi opera-
tors.

Essential Information  151150  Survival Guide

Wynwood
Walls Adrienne Arsht

Center for the
Performing Arts

Art Deco
Historic
District

Performing Arts
Bayfront Park

Pérez Art
Museum Miami

Vizcaya
Museum
& Gardens

South Beach (p24)
Fabled destination for 
shoreline fun, nightlife 
and art-deco 
architecture, Miami 
Beach also has cultural 
sights and shopping

Top Sight
Art Deco Historic 
District

Northern Miami 
Beach (p44)
Home to less touristy 
beaches and a 
mangrove-filled state 
park. The postwar 
architecture hides many 
options for nighttime.

Downtown Miami 
(p52)
Rejuvenated district 
with beautiful museums 
and concert halls. 
Waterfront green space, 
with restaurants and 
rooftop bars.

Top Sights
Pérez Art Museum 
Miami
Adrienne Arsht Center 
for the Performing Arts
Bayfront Park

Biltmore
Hotel

Fairchild
Tropical
Garden

Wynwood & the 
Design District 
(p72)
A hotbed of creativity, 
with street murals, indie 
boutiques and buzzing 
nightlife. Known for art 
galleries and 
microbreweries.

Top Sight
Wynwood Walls

Little Havana
(p92)
Stroll colorful Calle 
Ocho for a taste of Latin 
culture with its fine 
Cuban cooking, 
eye-catching storefronts 
and live music.

Coconut Grove 
(p100)
A peaceful waterfront 
neighborhood with 
tree-lined streets ripe 
for exploring and several 
gardens to visit for a 
nature fix.

Top Sight
Vizcaya Museum & 
Gardens

Coral Gables
(p112)
Feels like a Mediterra-
nean town dropped into 
greater Miami, with 
shopping on Miracle 
Mile, a Venetian pool and 
cultural theaters.

Top Sights
Fairchild Tropical Garden
Biltmore Hotel

 Miami 
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  2120

willing to take a few more risks than 
more commercial venues.

2  Palm Court
 At the epicenter of the design district 
is this pretty  courtyard (140 NE 39th St), 
which opened just before Art Basel 
back in 2014. It’s set with tall palm 
trees, two floors of high-end retailers 
and one eye-catching sculpture. The 
 Fly’s Eye Dome is a geodesic dome 
that appears to be floating (or gently 
submerged) in a square fountain.

3  Crumb on Parchment
 When you need a pick-me-up or have a 
craving for something sweet, there’s no 
better place to be than this outrageous-
ly good cafe and  bakery (%305-572-9444; 
3930 NE 2nd Ave; mains $9-15; h9am-4pm 
Mon-Fri; Wv). Aside from rich chocolate 
brownies, scones and other baked 
goods, the charming sun-drenched cafe 
serves up inventive sandwiches, salads 
and soups.

4  The Bazaar Project
 In the Design District, this is a fun 
 store (%786-703-6153; www.thebazaar
projectshop.com; 4308 NE 2nd Ave; 
h11am-8pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun) for 
a browse, with curious objects that 
may or may not fit in your suitcase. 
You’ll find throw pillows with pho-
torealistic images of wild animals, 
ceramic dishes that blend European 
and Asian styles, pencil holders 
disguised as vintage SLR cameras, 
skull-shaped candles and one-of-a-
kind fragrances by Mancera.

5  Michael’s Genuine
 The liveliest place in the Design District 
is this long-running upscale  tavern 
(%305-573-5550; www.michaelsgenuine.
com; 130 NE 40th St; mains lunch $16-26, 
dinner $19-44; h11:30am-11pm Mon-Sat, 
to 10pm Sun) that combines excellent 
service with a well-executed menu of 
wood-fired dishes, bountiful salads and 
raw bar temptations (including oysters 
and stone crabs). It tends to draw a 
well-dressed crowd, and the place gets 
packed most days. There’s also outdoor 
dining on the pedestrian strip out front.

6  Living Room
 Reminding you that you’re entering the 
Design District is a surreal public art 
installation of, yep, a living room – just 
the sort of thing you’re supposed to 
shop for while here. Actually this  Living 
Room (cnr NW 40th St & N Miami Ave), by 
Argentine couple Roberto Behar and 
Rosario Marquardt, is an ‘urban inter-
vention’ meant to be a criticism of the 
disappearance of public space.

7  De La Cruz Collection
This 30,000-sq-ft  gallery (%305-576-
6112; www.delacruzcollection.org; 23 NE 41st 
St; admission free; h10am-4pm Tue-Sat) 
has a treasure trove of contemporary 
works scattered across three floors, 
which you can roam freely. Rosa and 
Carlos de la Cruz, who originally hail 
from Cuba, have particularly strong 
holdings in postwar German paint-
ings, as well as fascinating works by 
Jim Hodges, Ana Mendieta and Felix 
Gonzalez Torres.

 One neighborhood that more than 
lives up to its name is the Design 
District, a compact area sprinkled 
with galleries, stylish eateries 
and high-end designer boutiques. 
Aside from luxury retailers, you’ll 
find some lovely contemporary 
architecture throughout, along 
with intriguing outdoor installa-
tions that bring the art out of the 
gallery and into the public sphere. 
The main drags are along NW 39th 
and 40th Sts.

 Local Life
Art & High Design

1 Locust Projects
   Locust Projects (%305-576-8570; 
www.locustprojects.org; 3852 N Miami Ave; 
admission free; h10am-6pm Tue-Sat) has 
become a major name for emerging 
artists in the contemporary gallery 
scene. Run by artists as a non profit 
collective since 1998, LP has exhibited 
work by more than 250 local, national 
and international artists over the 
years. The gallery often hosts site-
specific installations by artists and is 
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 Pérez Art Museum A 
beautiful waterfront gal-
lery that stages the top 
art exhibitions in Miami. 
(p54 )

Wolfsonian-FIU An 
obligatory stop for 
anyone interested in 19th 
and 20th century design. 
(p32 )

The Bass Outstanding 
collection of European 
masterpieces in a newly 
redesigned space. (p34 )

HistoryMiami The best 
place in town to learn 
about the city’s fascinat-
ing and complicated 
history. (p64 )

Patricia & Phillip Frost 
Museum of Science 
This celebrated new 
museum downtown has 
a sprawling collection 
of interactive exhibits. 
(p64 )

Art Deco Museum Small 
South Beach gem that 
gives a great overview 
on Miami’s architectural 
treasures. (p32 )

Jewish Museum of 
Florida-FIU Learn about 
the deep Jewish ties 
to Miami’s cultural life. 
(p34 )

Coral Gables Museum A 
quirky museum that cel-

ebrates the unique his-
tory of a master-planned 
Mediterranean-inspired 
village. (p121 )

Vizcaya Museum 
& Gardens Perusing 
the collection of 18th-
century paintings and 
decorative items feels 
like stepping into old-
world Europe. (p102 )

World Erotic 
Art Museum A fascinat-
ing look at eroticism, 
from ancient sex manu-
als to Victorian peep-
show photos. (p34 )

Fish
 Grouper is far and away the most popular fish. 
Grouper sandwiches are to Florida what the 
cheese-steak is to Philadelphia or pizza to New 
York City – a defining, iconic dish, and the stand-
ard by which many places are measured. Of course, 
a huge range of other fish are offered. Other 
popular species include snapper (with dozens of 
varieties), mahi-mahi and catfish.

Crustaceans
 Florida really shines when it comes to crustaceans: 
try pink shrimp and rock shrimp, and don’t miss 
soft-shell blue crab – Florida is the only place with 
blue-crab hatcheries, making them available fresh 
year-round. Winter (October to April) is the season 
for Florida spiny lobster and stone crab (out of sea-
son, both will be frozen). Florida lobster is all tail, 
without the large claws of its Maine cousin, and 
stone crab is heavenly sweet, served steamed with 
butter or the ubiquitous mustard sauce.

 

Best Seafood 
Joe’s Stone 
Crab Restaurant Leg-
endary seafood purveyor 
in South Beach. (p37 )

Casablanca Fresh-
from-the-ocean seafood 
served on a riverside 
deck. (p66 )

River Oyster Bar Classy, 
ever popular spot in 
Brickell. (p67 )

SuViche Famed for its 
tangy ceviche, which 
goes nicely with pisco-
powered cocktails. (p81 )

Matsuri Serving up 
excellent sushi in an un-
pretentious space much 
loved by locals. (p123 )

Monty’s Raw Bar Oys-
ters and other delicacies, 
plus a laid-back water-
side setting. (p109 )
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 Miami has a treasure chest of great museums. 
Though the city is best known for its art, there 
are plenty of other outstanding realms to explore, 
from science and the biological world to urban 
design and the legacy of Miami’s many immi-
grant communities.
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 Florida has always fed itself from the sea, which 
lies within arm’s reach from nearly every point. 
If it swims or crawls in the ocean, you can bet 
some enterprising local has shelled or scaled it, 
battered it, dropped it in a fryer and put it on a 
menu.

 Seafood
Best

 Best Museums  135134  Best Seafood

Little Haiti and stretches 
of the Miami riverfront.

 South Beach, particu-
larly along the carnival-like 
mayhem of Ocean Dr 
between 8th and 11th Sts, 
and deserted areas below 
5th St can also be danger-
ous late at night.

 Use caution around 
causeways, bridges and 
overpasses where home-
less people have set up 
shantytowns.

 In these and other 
reputedly ‘bad’ areas, 
you should avoid walking 
around alone late at 
night. It’s best to take 
a taxi.

 Toilets
 You’ll find public toilets 
at some parks and at 
various posts along city 
beaches. Outside of this, 
public toilets can be 
sparse. It’s best to pop 
into a cafe.

 Tourist Information
   Greater Miami & the 

Beaches Convention & 
Visitors Bureau (%305-
539-3000; www.miamiand-
beaches.com; 701 Brickell 
Ave, 27th  ; h8:30am-6pm 
Mon-Fri) O  ers loads of 
info on Miami and keeps 
up-to-date with the latest 

events and cultural of-
ferings.

  Art Deco Welcome 
Center (%305-672-2014; 
www.mdpl.org; 1001 Ocean 
Dr, South Beach; h9:30am-
5pm Fri-Wed, to 7pm Thu) 
Run by the  Miami Design 
Preservation League 
((MDPL); %305-672-2014; 
www.mdpl.org; 1001 Ocean 
Dr; guided tours adult/
student $25/20; h10:30am 
daily & 6:30pm Thu); has 
tons of art-deco district 
information and organ-
izes excellent walking 
tours.

  Downtown Miami 
Welcome Center 
(%305-448-7488; www.
downtownmiami.com; 100 NE 
1st Ave; hnoon-5pm Mon, 
10am-5pm Tue-Sat) Provides 
maps, brochures and 
tour information for the 
Downtown area.

  Coral Gables Visitor 
Center (www.coralgables.
com; 285 Aragon Ave; 
h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-
3pm Sat) Set in the Coral 
Gables Museum, this 
friendly center has loads 
of tips on exploring the 
town.

 Travelers with 
Disabilities

  Most public buildings 
are wheelchair accessible 

and have appropriate 
restroom facilities.

 Transportation services 
are generally accessible 
to all.

 Many banks provide 
ATM instructions in 
Braille.

 Many busy intersec-
tions have audible 
crossing signals and curb 
ramps are common.

 Visas
  All visitors should 

recon  rm entry require-
ments and visa guidelines 
before arriving.

 The US State Depart-
ment (www.travel.state.
gov) maintains the 
most comprehensive 
visa information, with 
lists of consulates and 

to 2:30pm Monday to 
Friday; dinner 5pm to 
10pm, later Friday and 
Saturday.

Post O   ces 9am to 
5pm Monday to Friday; 
sometimes to noon 
Saturday.

Shops 10am to 6pm 
Monday to Saturday, 
noon to 5pm Sunday; 
shopping malls keep 
extended hours.

 Electricity

Emergency
 Ambulance, Police, Fire 
%911

Money
  ATMs are widely 

available, though most 
ATM withdrawals using 
out-of-state cards incur 
surcharges of $3 or so.

 Major credit cards are 
widely accepted.

 Public Holidays
 On the following dates, 
banks, schools and 
government offices are 
closed, and transporta-
tion, museums and 

other services operate 
on a Sunday schedule. 
Many stores, however, 
maintain regular business 
hours. Holidays falling 
on a weekend are usually 
observed the following 
Monday.

New Year’s Day January 1

Martin Luther King Jr 
Day Third Monday in 
January

Presidents Day Third 
Monday in February

Memorial Day Last 
Monday in May

Independence Day 
July 4

Labor Day First Monday 
in September

Columbus Day Second 
Monday in October

Veterans Day Novem-
ber 11

Thanksgiving Fourth 
Thursday in November

Christmas Day Decem-
ber 25

 Safe Travel
 Miami is a fairly safe city, 
but there are a few areas 
considered by locals to 
be dangerous:

 Liberty City, in north-
west Miami; Overtown, 
from 14th St to 20th St; 

Type B
120V/60Hz

Dos & 
Don’ts

  Do Shake hands 
and introduce your-
self when meeting 
someone for the 
 rst time.

 Don’t Talk about 
religion or politics. 
Things can get 
heated among 
those who share 
divergent views.

Essential Information  153152  Survival Guide

Type A
120V/60Hz

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  Miami 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Miami 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

 Miami ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Lonely Planet’s 
 Miami 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Miami .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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South Beach (p32)
MIAMI2YOU/SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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Miami Neighborhoods ............................................ 20

Welcome to 
Miami

 Sun-kissed beaches and art-deco beauties make an 
alluring backdrop to Miami’s many charms, starting 
with the city’s burgeoning arts scene. It’s a place where 
creativity reins supreme: in its open-air galleries of street 
art, globally inspired restaurants and packed festival 
calendar. Add in a healthy dose of Latin culture, steamy 
beach days and hedonistic nightlife, and you have one of 
America’s most captivating cities.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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Art Deco Historic District (p26)
 America’s most captivating art-deco district.
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 Miami 
 Top  Sights

8
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